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	EAST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL

POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE


	Minutes of the Meeting held on 30th January, 2008 at 10.00 a.m.


	     Present:-     

	Councillor D. B. F. Burt - Chairman

Councillor S. G. Flower - Vice-Chairman



	Present:
	Councillors Mrs L. J. Clark, A. A. J. Clarke, Mrs Q. N. D. Comfort, Mrs J. Dover, M. R. Dyer, Mrs G. S. Elliot, S. C. Hearn, Mrs A. Holland, Mrs P. A. Hymers, J. E. Little, D. G. L. Packer and D. J. Wallace.

	Also in Attendance:
	Councillors R. C. Dudman, Mrs B. T. Manuel, M. G. Simper and S. S. Tong.

	
	


	     

	406.
	Apologies for Absence

An apology for absence was received from Councillor G. W. Russell.

	407.
	Declarations of Interest

Councillors D. B. F. Burt, S. G. Flower and Mrs J. Dover declared a personal interest in Minute No. 415 (References from the Scrutiny and Policy Development Committee, and the Q.E. Consultative Group) and remained present.

Councillor Mrs L. J. Clark declared a personal interest in Minute No. 416 (Verwood Hub Minutes) and remained present.

	408.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd January, 2008 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

In relation to Minute No. 363 of the previous minutes and the challenge which had been made at the Council meeting on the 14th January in relation to these minutes by Councillor S. C. Hearn a statement was read out by Councillor Hearn withdrawing his challenge as evidence had now been provided to show that the play equipment had been ordered following the meeting on the 2nd February and so therefore the decision to suspend standing orders was correctly made.

Further to this Councillor Hearn requested that once a procurement officer is place however a mechanism should be devised in order for Members to scrutinise expenditure more closely before the Council is committed.

	409.
	Presentations by the Public

Mrs Sheila Bourton the Chairman of Keep Wimborne Green spoke to Committee regarding the Regional Spatial Strategy Panel’s Report.
Mrs Bourton informed Members that the Keep Wimborne Green group had been shocked and dismayed at the panels report as they felt that the decision of the East Dorset District Council last year had not been taken into account.

Further to this the Council were urged to endeavour to ensure that no further greenbelt sites around Wimborne will be lost to development and be taken out of greenbelt.

The Head of Policy Planning responded to Mrs Bourton on the issue of the Panels report and the future process through which the Council will go through.

	RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL

	410.
	Revised Sustainable Community Strategy for East Dorset

The Chairman of the East Dorset Community Partnership Steering Board presented a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'A' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to adopt the Sustainable Community Strategy for East Dorset.
Sir Ronald Stuart-Paul provided Members with a brief overview of the Community Partnership and the obligations placed on local authorities by local government to form Community Partnerships.

Further to this Members were informed that along with the Sustainable Community Strategy there will be a delivery plan which will provide a way of checking areas of the plan and dealing with funding and finance issues.

Members were advised that this report would be ongoing and that updates would be made as and when necessary to meet the changing needs and wants of the Community. 

Thanks were expressed to Sir Ronald Stuart-Paul and to the Community Partnership for all their hard work, time and effort which had gone in to producing this report.
RECOMMENDED that the Sustainable Community Strategy for East Dorset be adopted.
Voting: 10:2 (1 Abstention)

	411.
	Regional Spatial Strategy Panel's Report

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'B' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to consider the policy work necessary by this Council in the light of the Panel's recommendations.

Members were advised of the amount of work which would be involved in light of the Panel’s recommendations and further to this discussed the issue of consultants.

Members expressed concern over the level of housing required to meet the Panels recommendations and question was raised over whether any other authorities were appealing against the Panel’s recommendations.

Members were informed of the importance of beginning work as soon as possible to ensure the identified areas for housing and subsequent developments were built to specifications the Council were happy with and provided all the amenities  and infrastructure required.
RECOMMENDED that:

a) the Council now commits to the preparation of a Local Development Framework Core Strategy reflecting the Panel's recommended changes to the draft Regional Spatial Strategy;

b) an additional post of Assistant Planner be established from 1st April 2008 for a three-year period; 

c) a provision of £150,000 be made available for the appointment of consultants to produce Master Plans for the main housing urban extensions.
Voting: (a) and (b) Unanimous and (c) 11:0 (2 Abstentions)

	412.
	Revised Procedures to use Certificates of Lawful Development for determining Householder Permitted Development

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'C' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to agree revised procedures including associated amendments to the Constitution to enable Certificates of Proposed Lawful Development to be used for determining whether or not proposals are permitted development.
RECOMMENDED:

a) that the Committee recommends to Council that the Constitution be amended to delegate the determination of Certificates of Lawful Use to the Head of Planning and Building Control subject to consultation with the Head of Legal Services and to delegate Certificates of Lawful Development to the Head of Planning and Building Control; 

b) that queries raised about whether or not proposals fall within permitted development as set out in the Town and Country Planning General Development Order are dealt with using Lawful Development Certificate applications and that this procedure is implemented to coincide with the Government's intended major changes to permitted development for householders later in 2008; and

c) that this change in procedure is advised to local planning Agents and Architects, and Parish and Town Councils.
Voting: Unanimous

	DELEGATED BUSINESS

	413.
	Health Strategy

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'D' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members are requested to approve that the Health Strategy for East Dorset goes out for consultation.
RESOLVED that members approve the Health Strategy for consultation.  
Voting: Unanimous

	414.
	Reference from the Information and Communications Technology (I.C.T.) Working Party

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'E' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members considered a request from the Information and Communications Technology (I.C.T.) Working Party regarding GIS support.
RESOLVED that an exception be made to the Council's Contract and Procurement Rules to retain Jubilee Computing for GIS work.
Voting: 8:1 (2 Abstentions)

	415.
	References from the Scrutiny and Policy Development Committee, and the Q.E. Consultative Group

The Chairman of the Scrutiny and Policy Development Community and Culture Sub-Committee presented a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'F' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to consider the report of the Community and Culture Sub-Committee in relation to the Future Management of the Q. E. Leisure Centre together with the minutes of the Scrutiny and Policy Development Committee and the Q.E. Consultative Group at which this report was discussed.
Members of the Committee complimented the Chairman on the Sub-Committees obvious hard work which had gone into producing the report. And thanks were requested to be forwarded onto the other Members of the Sub-Committee.

RESOLVED that:
a) East Dorset District Council write to the Dorset County Council and the Queen Elizabeth’s School Governors and request that the three parties agree to renegotiate the terms of the Q.E. Leisure Centre Management Agreement dated 19th May, 1987.
b) East Dorset District Council, in conjunction with the Dorset County Council and the Queen Elizabeth’s School Governors, carry out a feasibility study into a ‘Management Contract’, either Private or In-House, for Q.E. Leisure Centre that will ensure the long term viability of the Centre so that it will continue to meet the requirements of the School and the wider community.
c) the existing Management Team is asked to make recommendations how the net costs of the Leisure Centre could be reduced; and
d) the existing Consultative Group continue to operate under the Constitution and Terms of Reference as set out in Schedule 3 of the existing Management Agreement. That they receive regular reports on the progress of recommendations 1, 2 and 3 above and report back to this Committee with their recommendations.
Voting: Unanimous
(Councillors D. B. F. Burt, S. G. Flower and J. Dover declared a personal interest in this item and remained present.)

	416.
	Verwood Hub Minutes

The Chief Executive submitted a report for information, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'G' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to note the minutes of the Verwood Hub Consultative Group meeting held on 24th January 2008.
The Chairman of the Verwood Hub Consultative Group updated Members as to the positive progress which the Verwood Hub had made and the amount of hard work which had gone on particularly with respect to the Council employees.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Verwood Hub Consultative Group meeting on the 24th January, 2008 be noted.

Voting: Nem. Con.
(Councillor Mrs L. J. Clark declared a personal interest in this item and remained present.)


The meeting ended at 12.53 p.m.
CHAIRMAN
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